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XXIV Old Buildings

7th Annual 
Dubai  
Conference

Thursday 27th April 2017The Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Dubai DIFCWelcome Coffee 14:15Drinks and Canapés 17:30Includes documentation, refreshments and evening drinks



Welcome Coffee

14:45 – 15:00 

17:30 – 20:00 Drinks and Canapés
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XXIV Old Buildings, 7th Annual Dubai Conference
We are delighted to invite you to our 7th Annual Dubai Conference as part of our continuing long term commitment 
to Dubai and the wider Region. Our programme covers important legal developments in the region and from the UK 
and the wider common law world. Our speakers include counsel from many of the leading cases in the DIFC and 
from landmark cases in the UK Supreme Court. We trust you will find it enjoyable and useful.

Introduction from Chambers Director -

Chairman’s Introduction -  

15:00 – 15:20  - Edward Knight will consider the recent UK Supreme Court 
Judgment in IPCO v Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation [2017] UKSC 16 and ask 
whether it conflicts with DIFC Practice Direction No. 1 of 2017 under which the DIFC 
Court may order security as a condition of challenging the enforcement of an award. 

Crisis, Conspiracy or Coincidence - Michael Black QC will look at the ramifications of the 
recent developments in the UAE relating to the jurisdiction of the DIFC and nascent 
ADGM Courts, the conduct of arbitrations in the UAE or with a UAE seat and the 
enforceability of UAE and foreign arbitral awards. 

Commercial Trusts in the Supreme Court - Akers v Samba and trusts over Saudi shares – 
David Brownbill QC considers this recent Supreme Court decision which addressed the 
bona fide purchaser rule and the validity and proprietary effects of commercial trusts over 
assets in non-trust countries.

16:00 - 16:45 Panel Discussion: The March of the Common Law - Tom Montagu-Smith QC will 
moderate the panel comprised of Niki Olympitis, managing partner, Withers BVI,    
Arshad Ghaffar and Tom Stewart Coats. The panel will look at recent developments in the 
common law, particularly in the offshore world, relating to enforcement, jurisdiction and 
anti-suit and other injunctions.

14:15 – 1 :45 

Proposed Changes to the Companies Law - Bajul Shah and Robert Avis will consider the 
key themes emerging from DIFCA’s consultation paper on proposed amendments to the 
DIFC Companies Law, including the new classification of companies, enhanced directors’ 
duties, enhancements to the powers of the Registrar of Companies and developments in 
transparency.

16:45 - 17:15 

17:15 - 17:30 Questions and close

Sue Medder

15:20 – 15:40 

15:40 – 16:00 

Michael Black QC



Speakers’ Biographies
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Niki Olympitis Niki is a partner in Withers Worldwide and 
Managing Partner of Withers BVI.  He has over 30 years of legal 
experience. He advises on all aspects of commercial litigation, 
including contract and shareholder disputes, asset tracing and 
recovery, freezing orders, third party disclosure orders, banking and 
insurance litigation, and insolvency. He is recommended by Legal 
500 for insolvency, asset tracing, enforcement of foreign judgments 
and shareholder disputes.

Sue Medder Sue is the Chambers Director at XXIV Old Buildings 
and joined in June 2014 from international law firm Withers LLP, 
where she was a partner. Sue is primarily responsible for client care 
at XXIV and works with members and the clerking team to develop 
client relationships and ensure a continuing level of excellence in 
service. Sue also sits on XXIV’s management committee and is 
closely involved in the strategic growth of chambers. Sue has from 
her previous practice a keen interest in international legal markets 
which she uses to assist in growing XXIV Old Buildings’ established 
international practice.

Michael Black QC Michael Black QC has been an international 
disputes lawyer with experience in the Region stretching back over 
30 years. Chambers and Partners 2016 calls him a "go-to person on 
DIFC matters" and "singled out for his extensive knowledge of UAE 
law". He was the principal draughtsman of the procedure rules for 
the DIFC Courts and was also consulted on the drafting of the DIFC 
Arbitration Law. He is a member of the International Chamber of 
Commerce UK Arbitration and ADR Committee and the Task Force 
on Emergency Arbitrators. He regularly acts as Counsel and 
Arbitrator in DIAC, DIFC-LCIA, ICC, UNCITRAL and Ad-Hoc 
arbitrations seated in the Gulf.

David Brownbill QC Described by Legal 500 as “intellectually 
astute”, David has a strong practice specialising in contentious and 
non-contentious trust and company matters in England and 
offshore. Chambers & Partners recommend him for commercial 
chancery and offshore work, noting that he “has a sound 
commercial perspective, is accessible and hard-working, and is an 
excellent tactician. He has an intimate knowledge of the offshore 
world”. David’s practice has a particular emphasis on fraud and 
asset recovery and international trust, corporate and commercial 
structuring (including structured investments, hedge funds, 
pensions and insurance contracts). 

Tom Montagu-Smith QC Tom practices in construction, 
arbitration and general commercial disputes. He is recommended 
for construction and international arbitration in the guides, 
described most recently as “proactive, user-friendly, totally 
committed and a clever tactician.” He has been involved in the DIFC 
Courts since their creation and has acted in many of the leading 
cases in recent years. He has been at the forefront of the 
development of the DIFC as a “conduit” jurisdiction and recently 
obtained the first anti-suit injunction to be issued by the DIFC 
Courts.  

Arshad Ghaffar Arshad's focus is primarily international. His 
main areas of expertise are commercial international litigation, 
arbitration and mediation; European Union; shipping and aviation, 
and corporate. He has strong personal and professional links with 
law firms and practices in South Asia and the Middle East. He is 
registered on Part II of the register of practitioners for the DIFC 
courts and has appeared before the DIFC Court, as well as in 
arbitrations seated in Dubai, on a number of occasions. Arshad is

one of two English counsel used exclusively by a leading Omani law 
firm for international and English law related matters and has also 
appeared as counsel in a number of arbitrations in Oman. Arshad 
has also sat as a co-arbitrator in a number of Dubai seated 
arbitrations. He is recommended by the legal directories for his 
international arbitration work and his aviation practice.

Bajul Shah Bajul’s practice comprises aviation, commercial and 
international litigation and arbitration, company and insolvency, 
fraud, hedge funds, and trusts and estates litigation. He is a member 
of the Bar of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court and has 
experience of litigation in Anguilla, the BVI, Cayman, Guernsey and 
Jersey. He is recommended in the legal directories for commercial 
litigation, aviation, travel, civil fraud, private client and offshore 
work and is described as “a good commercial litigator”. His recent 
work includes acting for the liquidators of an investment fund that 
was the victim of the Madoff fraud, acting for another investment 
fund in a misrepresentation claim, and acting for an aircraft lessor in 
a claim against a foreign state. 

Edward Knight Edward’s practice centres on commercial, 
company and insolvency disputes, both in litigation and arbitration. 
He has particular skill in dealing with fraud cases and financial 
issues, having formerly qualified as a chartered accountant. Legal 
500 recommends Edward for fraud, insolvency and professional 
negligence calling him “very bright” and “practical, sensible and 
easy to get on with”. In recent years he has appeared in the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague on the expropriation 
of gas industry emission projects, in arbitration enforcement 
proceedings in London relating to Nigerian oil and gas construction 
and has advised on oil and gas project disputes in the UAE. He is 
called to the bar of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (Anguilla) 
and is a DIFC Part II registered practitioner and has appeared in 
both jurisdictions.

Robert Avis Robert joined XXIV Old Buildings in 2014 and is 
building a broad commercial chancery practice. Alongside regular 
instructions in the English courts, he has both domestic and 
international experience of commercial and banking litigation, 
insolvency matters, and trusts and probate disputes. Robert was 
recently a member of the counsel team for the Libyan Investment 
Authority in its claim against Goldman Sachs International and 
instructed in relation to proceedings arising from the Madoff 
litigation. He is currently instructed in relation to a high-value 
domestic probate dispute. He has a particular interest in cross-
border issues and was sole counsel in a protracted claim in London 
for enforcement of a foreign judgment at common law. Robert is 
currently assisting in the preparation of draft amendments to the 
Rules of the DIFC Courts and is presently on secondment to the 
London office of Charles Russell Speechlys LLP.

Tom Stewart Coats Tom has a broad commercial practice and 
his experience includes general commercial disputes (often 
involving conflicts of law and jurisdiction), aviation, company and 
shareholder disputes, and banking and financial services litigation. 
He has assisted on various DIFC cases (in particular as a pupil to 
Tom Montagu-Smith QC) and issues of particular relevance to the 
DIFC, such as applications in support of arbitration or foreign 
proceedings, are a central focus of Tom’s practice. Tom previously 
practised at a firm specialising in investor-State and commercial 
arbitration and retains an interest in commercial arbitration 
involving State entities and investor-State arbitration. He has, for 
example, recently assisted with the defence of ICSID Award 
enforcement proceedings.
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